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lnt•oduction
What do you think of when you hear the
word Kenya? Do you think of the unspoiled
African wilderness? Do you think of vacant
spaces, or do you picture a landscape full of
wild animals?
What do you think living in the wilderness
of Kenya would be like? Would it be
dangerous or safe, exciting or dull?
What would you do during the days?
Would you spend them watching animals?
Many years ago, Joy and George Adamson
lived in the wilderness of Kenya among
wild animals.

0 The grasslands of Kenya are home to many animals.

The Adamsons had the chance to see
zebras, elephants, and big cats such as lions
up close. They watched these animals and
learned a lot about them. They also helped
many of them. The Adamsons shared what
they learned so that other people could also
help these animals.
As you read, ask yourself what people
learn by living with animals. Why is it helpful
to share what you learn?

Kenya is a
country on
the east
coast of
Africa.
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Chapter One

working with Animals
George and Joy Adamson met in Kenya in

1942. Two years later, they married. Through
the years they would care for a diverse group
of animals, from pets to wild creatures.
George had come to Kenya in 1924.
did many things.

He

He farmed for a while and

traded goats. He even looked for gold.

0 Seeing a magnificent lioness up close caused
George Adamson to wonder why people wanted
to destroy such beautiful creatures.

A good tracker can identify

!)

the tracks of an animal. A
lion made these paw prints.

Living on the African
grasslands, George became
interested in the animals that
lived there. He learned how to
follow animal tracks.

Broken twigs,

crushed grass, and bits of fur were
clues that showed where animals went.
Sounds were clues, too. Snapping twigs
and rustling grass told where an animal might
be. So did the angry chirps of a bird or the
sudden silence of frogs.
George also took people on safaris. These
were hunting trips on which George helped
hunters track the animals. But one day some
people on a safari wanted to take pictures of
wild animals instead of hunt them.
George thought that was a good idea. He
thought the animals were beautiful and began
to wonder why people liked to hunt them. He
wanted to help protect them so he became a
game warden.

5

George's new job was to protect wild
animals on a game reserve. Laws allowed
people to hunt some animals.

But poachers

did not follow the laws. They killed many
animals for money. So Adamson tried to stop
the poachers by finding and arresting them.
But sometimes he had to protect people
from animals. Some animals got sick or hurt,
and then they attacked people. Or they
hunted people instead of their usual prey.
So Adamson had to find and get rid of
those animals.

Poaching
Some poachers kill an animal
because they can make a lot
of money by selling parts of
it. Poachers hunt elephants
for their tusks, which are
large teeth made of ivory.
In the 1970s and 1980s, the
elephant population in Africa
was cut in half by poachers.
When the sale of ivory was
banned, or stopped, the
elephant population started
to recover.

6

0 A leopard is one kind of animal that usually lives alone.

George became a naturalist.

He studied

plants and animals to understand more about
them. He paid attention to the things they
did and watched how they lived. He saw that
some kinds of animals lived alone while other
kinds lived in groups.
He saw that elephants lived in a group
called a herd. They took good care of their
young. He saw elephants use sticks to scratch
their backs. He noticed that healthy elephants
helped sick, injured, or dying elephants.
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Joy had been busy studying the world
around her, too. She looked closely at her
surroundings. A skilled artist, she painted
plants, animals, and people.
Like George, Joy loved animals. For many
years, she had a pet dog, Pippin. For a time
she had a pet mongoose. She cared for
orphaned wild animals. One time she took
care of an orphaned young buffalo. Another
time she adopted a rock hyrax. She named it
Pati, and Pati became a favorite pet.

0 The rock hyrax, or dassie, looks like a large
guinea pig and lives in rocky outcrops.

0 Lion cubs are blind at birth and weigh
only 2 to 4 pounds (1 to 2 kg).

In 1956 the Adamsons adopted an animal
that would change their lives. George and
other men had gone out to track a man
eating lion. Suddenly a lioness charged them.
They killed her in self-defense. Only then did
they realize that she was a mother defending
her young.
After a brief search the men found the
cubs. There were three of them, just a few
days old. George brought the orphans home
to Joy. Now he and Joy had a new project:
raising lions.

9

Chapter Two

Raising a Lion
Joy took care of feeding the three female
cubs. At first she fed them a liquid mixture
that was mostly milk. By the time the cubs
were three months old their teeth were big
enough to eat meat.
As the cubs grew, the Adamsons noticed
differences among the cubs. The two larger
cubs were bolder than their smaller sister,
and one of the cubs liked to clown.

In the wild, lion cubs :)
can't hunt and find
their own food until
they are about two
years old.
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The rock hyrax was delighted with the
cubs. She played with them even when they
were bigger than she was.
The cubs liked to climb and play. They
stalked one another. One cub would quietly
creep up on another cub and then pounce.
This is a skill lions use when they hunt for
food. The cubs also grabbed objects and
dragged them, the way a full-grown lion will
drag food it catches. No one taught these
hunting skills to thE� cubs. The cubs performed
them instinctively.

The Adamsons could keep only one cub,
so they decided to keep the runt, or smallest
one. They named her Elsa. They sent the
bigger cubs to a zoo.
Elsa grew bigger. When she was nearly
two years old, she had developed a deep
growl. She was becoming interested in other
lions. The Adamsons did not want to tame
Elsa or keep her as a pet. They wanted Elsa
to be free. The Adamsons decided it was
time to try to return Elsa to the wild.

0 A lion cub has a spotted coat at birth. The spots
help to camouflage, or hide, the cub.

Bo•n PPee
Joy Adamson wrote a book
about raising Elsa and returning
her to the wild. She called her
book Born Free. It included
many photos that Joy had taken
of Elsa. Published in 1960, it
became a bestseller
in English and in
other languages. A
film version of the
book also became a
box-office success.

At the time, returning an animal to the wild
was a new idea. George and Joy taught Elsa
the skills she would need to live in the wild.
Then they returned Elsa to the area where
she was born. She weighed about 300 pounds
(136 kilograms) at the time. Though she had
the instincts to hunt, she needed to practice.
George helped her. Soon Elsa had learned
how to hunt for her own food.
When Elsa could fend for herself, the
Adamsons left her. But they visited her now
and then. In time Elsa met another lion and
had cubs.

13

Chapter Three

Helping Other Animals
Elsa kept her cubs hidden for a time. Then
one day she brought her three cubs to the
Adamsons, but she didn't let them get
too close.
Elsa and her sisters had been different
from one another, and so were Elsa's cubs.
One cub was bold, another was shy, and one
cub, the female, was just like her mother.
Elsa taught her cubs how to behave. But
soon after the cubs were a year old, Elsa got
sick and died. Once again the Adamsons had
three orphaned lions.

0 Joy Adamson remained friends with Elsa
even after she returned to the wild.

Lions
Lions in the wild live in a group called a pride.
A pride varies in number, but it is usually
made up of one or two adult males, several
lionesses, and their cubs.
The lionesses are usually
related, and they help
care for one another's
cubs.

Lionesses do

most of the hunting
for the pride.

But these young lions had grown up in
the wild. They were wandering into a nearby
village and killing goats that belonged to
villagers. The Adamsons had to move the cubs
to a park that was hundreds of miles away.
The Adamsons stayed with the cubs while
they adapted to their new home. After a
while the cubs disappeared for stretches
of time. When they returned to camp, they
looked well fed. Clearly the young lions
could take care of themselves. They were
ready to be on their own.
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Lion Population, Africa

1983

2003

H The lion population in Africa is declining.
Causes for the decline include habitat
destruction and the hunting of lions.

Joy Adamson's combined love of wildlife
and nature made her interested in conservation.
As a result, she traveled around the world and
spoke about Elsa and the need to preserve the
wild world. She wanted to instill an interest in
protecting wild animals in others. She set up
charities for wildlife conservation.

The cheetah is the fastest land animal on Earth. It can run :>
as fast as 60 miles per hour (100 kilometers per hour).

Joy Adamson's books brought the problems
of the lions to many people's attention. The
Adamsons continued to care for and protect
other animals. Some, like a cheetah named
Pippa, had been pets that belonged to
other people and others, like a leopard
cub, were orphans.
Joy took notes as she observed Pippa and
the leopard. She wrote books about them,
too. George returned many lions to the wild.
He, too, wrote about his observations and
experiences. The Adamsons's works helped
people learn more about big cats, such as
lions, cheetahs, and leopards and understand
why it was important to protect them.

cone usion
During their years in Kenya, the Adamsons
watched and helped many wild animals. They
learned how wild animals grow and behave.
They raised an orphaned lion cub, and then
they learned how to return her to the wild.
They helped other big cats return to the
wild, too.
The Adamsons wrote about their
experiences. From their books other people
learned a lot about big cats. Through her
writing and speaking, Joy Adamson also
involved people in protecting wildlife.
So, take a look at the animals around you.
See what you can learn. Perhaps you can
think of some ways to help them.

Glossary
camouflage (KAM-uh-flahzh) to hide something by
making it look like its surrounding (page 72)
cheetah (CHEET-uh) a long-legged, swift-running
wild cat of Africa and formerly of Asia that has
tawny fur with black spots (page 77)
conservation (kon-sur-VAY-shuhn) a careful preservation
and protection of something, especially a natural
resource (page 16)
naturalist (NACH-ur-uh-/ist) a person who specializes
in the study of things in nature, especially animals
and plants (page 7)
poacher (POH-chur) someone who hunts illegally
(page 6)

prey (PRAY) an animal hunted or caught for food
(page 6)

safari (suh-FAH-ree) journey or expedition, often
for purposes of hunting (page 5)
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conservation, 76, 78
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Elsa, 72-74, 78
hyrax, 8, 77
lion, 3-4, 9-78
poacher, 6
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Comprehension Check
Summarize
Summarize the main points of the selection. Then
write a cause-and-effect pairing to explain why the
Adamsons adopted the lion cubs.

Think and Compare
1. Look back at page 16.

What was the

effect of Joy Adamson's love of wildlife
and nature? (Identify Cause and Effect)

2. Which of the animals that you read about
did you think was the most interesting? Give
two reasons for your choice. (Evaluate)

3. How could you use information from the
selection to instill a concern for wildlife
in other people? Explain. (Apply)
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Asking
Questions
Choose the animal from the

book that you

are the most curious a bout. Write three
questions you would ask a scientist a bout
the animal.

Obse•ving an
Animal
Observe an animal that lives near or with
you.

It can be a pet.

Draw a picture of the

animal. Then take notes about its appearance
and actions.

Describe what it does during the

day. Notice what it eats and when it sleeps.
Describe how it moves. Note the sounds it
makes. Watch what it does around other
animals. Add any other information a bout the
animal that you think is important.

The Adamsons lived among wild anbnills
In Kenya. They had many adventures wltb
wild animals. Including lions. What klrldl of
adventures do you think they had? Wbat do
you think they might have leamed?
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